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must promote the good life in the Aristotelian sense
without too directly interfering with the private life
and habits of the citizen. I conceive that the uni-
versally approved object of all divorce facilities is
to promote where necessary the welfare of (a) the
family (including parents and children), (6) where
there are no children, of the spouses themselves,
and (c) the State itself.

(a) The first object of the State is to secure for all
children, wherever possible, the joint care of both
parents. Too often death destroys this ideal, but
it is equally destroyed where one of the parents is
guilty of desertion or gross cruelty in any form, or
becomes insane or hopelessly incapacitated by any
other form of disease. The question of moral guilt
is irrelevant as regards the welfare of the children,
except in cases where moral guilt inflicts a more
serious injury upon them than death or disease
would. Thus, to take an analogous instance, it is
immaterial for the beneficiaries under a will or
settlement, whether a trustee has been sent to
prison or taken to drink or drugs. In either case
they waijt to remove him. The fact of incapacity
for parenthood once fully established, the State is
simply concerned with the relationship of the spouses
inter se, and this brings me to the next head of the
subject.

(fe) The second object of the State is to secure
certain rights to the spouses inter se9 for example,
to enforce such economic rights as marriage creates
for the husband or wife as the case may be. Clearly
the wife is in most cases entitled to financial support
if abandoned by the husband, and the husband is